Ss 
1 1 
td 


— —— 


and) 


7 


l:hment, 


Monarchy. 


Fan, 


2 


— 


neſs of Abſolate 


Unhappi 


* 


The Happineſs of the preſent 


OPIN L INH 


Preach'd at the 


> — « — - N 
2 
——— —— Woe — — ———— —pñl— a ͤ ˙ ome — 


——ũ2—jͤ ꝓ— ͤ ——— — pp oe Db GE SES 
— - 4 4 : - — 


ord, 


rtfo 


He 


MARCH 22d, 1 707-8, 


—— — — — —— 
— - £04 4 
— — — 
W * ww — — — — 


9393 
”- 


ASSIZES at 


F 


ANDES SSD ND 


179) 
WASNT 


N CN 


- 


(Sz 


———— — — — 2 —— — 
— — — -- 
3 * r * 


r wars 
Y ; 1 ** 
* : 


Y 


8 
2 et 


The Happineſs of the preſent Eſtabliſhment, and 
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1 SAM. vii. 9. 

Now therefore, hearken unto their Voice: Hows 
beit, yet proteſt ſolemnly unto them, and ſhew 
them the Manner of the King that ſhall reig 
over them. h 


By BENJAMIN HoavLry, Me. 
Rector of St. Peter*s Poor (now Lord Biſhop /\ 
of Winchefter.) | 


1 


— 


EDINBURGH: © 
Printed in the Year, M. DCC. XLV. 


. Q em ee a ee LC —_—_— 


— — — — 
——ñññ̃ ᷑ñ.ĩ— — — 


th 


. 


ä 


1 
» 
* —— 


— 


The Happineſs of the preſent Eſtabliſhment, and 
Unhbappineſs of Abſolute Monarchy. 


— 


— 


SER MON 


Ass IZ Es at Hertford, 


MARCH 214, 1707-8. 


1SAM. vii. 9 
Now therefore, hearken unto their Voice: Hows 
beit, yet proteſs ſolemnly unto them, and ſbeto 
them the manner of the King that ſhall reign 
over them +. 


T 1s my Deſign to take Occaſion from 
theſe Words, 


I. To lay hefore you the Hiſtory recor- 
ded in this Chapter. 

II. To apply it to Ourſelves, and this whole 
Kingdom, by tome proper and uſeful Oz/erva- 
tions. 

I. I beg Leave to lay before you the Hifory 
recorded in this Chapicr: And this will be 

| A com- 


+ Before reading this Sermon, it is proper to read the Chapter ia 


Which the Text lies. 
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a The Happineſs of the preſent Eftabliſhment, 
compriſed under the Four following Remarks. 
1. We find the Maelites, after all the Miracles 
wrought by Providence in their Behalf, fo 
little tenſible of the Difference between Slavery 
and Liberty, as to betray the greateſt Uneaſi- 
neſs under a Government in which God himſelf 
preſided, and on all Occaſions ſhewed him- 
ſelf in a peculiar Manner their King. The 
Pretence indeed was taken from the Wicked- 
nels of the Sons of Samuel, who took Bribes, and 
perverted Judgment, ver. 3, 4, 5. but it is mani- 
teſt, that their chief Deſign was not to rectify 
this, but to introduce the Scheme ſome amongſt 
them had laid, and to indulge their own fooliſh 
and weak Deſire, of being ruled after the Man- 
ner of their Nezghbours. For, 2. Inſtead of deſi- 
ring a Redreſs of their Grievances, or leaving it 
to the Wiſdom of Amighiy God to preſcribe a Re- 
medy, they come to his Prophet peremptorily de- 
manding a King to judge them like all the Nations 
round about, ver. g. that is, as appears after- 
wards, an Ab/o/ute Monarch governing by his 
ſingle Will, without the Reſtraint of any Co- 
ordinate Legiſlative Powers. The Prophet in 
great Uneaſineſs applies himſelf to God. U- 
pon this Occaſion therefore we have the juſteſt 
Reaſon to expect to know the Thoughts of 
Almighty God concerning Abſolute Monarchy 
whether thoſe other Nations were ſubjected to 
it by his Original and Immediate Appoint- 
ment; whether the. Lineal Succeſſion of Males 
ought inviolably to be preſerv'd, upon Pain of 
ns mcur- 


and Unhappineſs of Abfolute Monarchy, 5 
incurring his Diſpleaſure; whether he created 
Thouſands of Men to be Slaves for the Sake 
of the outward Grandeur of One, as weak and 
as mortal as themſelves ; whether this Form of 
Government be the greateſt Security to the Li- 
berty and Happineſs of Subjects; and the like 
Opinions and Notions embrac'd by ſome Per- 
ſons, ſince that Time. Now, upon Enquiry, we 
find, 3. Thar Almighty God is fo far from applaud- 

ing this Form of Government as the Beſt, or as his 
own Inſtitution, that he gives by his Prophet a 
very ſad, and lamentable Account of the Mi- 
ſeries and Unhappineſfes peculiarly belonging to 
it, and conſequent upon the Eſtabliſhment of it: 
Such an Account as muſt be a Demonſtration to 
all, who have not the moſt unworthy Notions 
of Almighty God, that he could have no Origi- 
nal Deſign of appointing ſuch a Form of Go- 
vernment, ſacredly and inviolably to be kept 
up in am Nation; much leſs in all the Natt- 
ons of the World. This Account 1s ſet be- 
fore the ſſaelites from the 10th Verſe to the 
19th, in which the Prophet doth not intend to 
inſinuate that every particular Abſolute Monarch 
will uſe his Power after ſo very ill a Manner as is 
there deſcrib'd ; but to paint before their Eyes 
ſome of the many ſore Calamities, which are 
too probable Conſequences upon the Eftabliſh- 
ment of Abſolute Monarchy in any Nation : And 
theſe may be all ſum'd up in one comprehen- 
five Word, and that is, Slavery. A State op- 
polite to Liberty, and void of Property; in - 
e 


422. ³ r Er SEN 
— — — — — 


3! m %˙—o⅛ ̃ — .. . EA 
— — — — ö·-wwue — —— — 


— — — — X : — — — — — - — 
* © ” - 


— 


„ nt 
* 


— — ᷑ͥœw1—3g0— 


— 


— — 


b _ - - 
e 


— 


ü ̃ —wm ⁵—i . RP EE LO 1h ES = 


— : 
— * 


. — — 


— — 
r 


5 — 1 — — — 


5 The Happineſs of the preſent Eſtabliſhment, 

Deſcription of which Sues are here repreſen- 
ted as Slaves in their Perſaus; and their Chil. 
&ren, their Poſſeſſions, and the Labour of their 
Hands, forced from them, uſurped, and con- 
verted to the private Uſe of their Monarch. 
This is ſet before the MVaelites as the Condition 
of Subjects under that fort of Government which 
they were now deſirous of, in order to deter 
them from ſo fooliſh a Thought. But the 
People fill perſiſting, notwithſtanding ſo plain 
a Repreſentation, Almighty God, as a Puniſh- 
ment for their Folly, and former Ingratitude, 
under the Beſt of Governments, grants their re- 
peated Deſire, and reſolves to eſtabliſh the Go- 
vernment among Them, which they ſo much ad- 
mir'd amongſt their Neighbours, v. 22. 

But then in doing this, it is very remarkable 
in the following Hiſtory, that He doth not re- 
cur to the Patriarchal Scheme ſo celebrated of 
later Years; that He doth not point out to 
them (which He could moſt eaſily have done) 
the eldeft Son of the eldeſt Flouſe amongſt them, 
and command them to keep inviolably to the 
Male Line in a regular Deſcent ; but that with- 


out mentioning any thing of this, He chuſeth 


Saul in his Father*s Lifetime; after him David, 
the youngeſt of many Brethren ; after him So- 
tomon, and his Poſteriiy; ſo that in this Ring- 
dom, eſtabliſh'd by God Himſelf, it was fo or- 
'der*d, that there never was one King lineally 
deſcended of that Branch, which alone could 
lay Claim to Pre-eminence and Government by 

Right 


and Unhappineſs of Abſolute Monarchy. 5 
Right of Primogeniture. It is a very unlikely 
Matter therefore, that the Jews could have 
any ſtrong Impreſſions concerning this unalie- 
nable, unalterable Right, which They ſaw ſu- 
perſeded for ever by God Himfelf, without any 
Notice taken of it; and much more ſo to be 
fure, that the Heathen Nations ſhould have any 
ſuch Notion, who had ſo much leſs Light con- 
cerning the Will of God. But to let this paſs, 
it is certainly very well worth our obſerving, 
that in this Part of Sacred Hiſtory, and upon an 
Occaſion (the only Occaſion, I may ſay) given 


to Almighty God by Mankind, to declare his 
Mind plainly concerning the Inſtitution of . 
folute Monarchy; and the Uſefulneſs of it to 


Humane Society, and the unalienable Right of 
Primogeniture, we meet with nothing but what 
tends to depreſs it lower than any other Humane 
Form, and to induce us to think that it is no 
Part of God's Inſtitution, that the Lives and 
Fortunes of the inferior Part of Mankind muſt 
be facrificed, at all Adventures, to the imagi- 
ned Right of Firſtborn Males. This I could not 
help taking notice of, whilſt the Repreſentati- 
on of this Hiſtory, which I have made, is freſh 
in your Minds. But now I proceed, as J pro- 
poſed, in the ſecond Place. 

II. To apply it to ourſelves, and this whole 
Kingdom, by ſome proper and uſeful Ob/ervati- 
ons. And theſe ſhall be ſuch as are ſuitable 
Frſt, to the happy Eftablibhment which we live 


under; 
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We Happineſs of the preſent Eſtabliſpment, 
under; and adh, to the unhappy Notions of 


ſome amongſt us. 


Firſt, The happy Eſtate of this and, under 
the preſent Eftabli/hment, offers itſelf to our Con- 
— and deſerves in a particular Manner 
to be reviewed and valued by us. In our G0 
vernment indeed we do not come up to that 
Happineſs the Fews enjoyed before they extort- 
ed a King from Heaven. They were govern'd, 
in an extraordinary and particular "Manner, 
by God himſelf: And to be govern'd by God, 
is to be govern'd by a Being void of all Paſſion, 
and Prejudice, and Weakneſs; by a Being that 
could not injure them, eicher out of Malice, or 
Jenorance ;, and if any Grievances were permit- 
ted under his Inſpection, by Means of frail Men 
employed under him, he himſelf was at hand, 
free of Acceſs, and moſt willing and able to re- 
dreſs them. To be abſolutely under the Go- 
vernment of ſuch a Prince, and Lord, implies 
in it the trueſt Liberty; becauſe it is exactly 
what reaſonable and ſociable Creatures ought to 
with for: And Abſolute Monarchy adminiſtred 
by ſuch Power, and Wiſdom, is the ſtrongeſt 
and moſt unmoveable Security of the Happineſs 
of thoſe who live under it, But ſetting afide 
this extraordinary Interpoſition of Almighty Gods 
and ſpeaking of Government as in the Hands of 

Mortal Men, under his ordinary Providence, we 
muſt ſay, that ht Form comes the neareſt ta 
his Pattern, and his Mill, which beſt anſwers 
the Ends of Government, and ſecures and eſta- 
bliſhes 


and Unhappineſs of Abſolute Monarchy. 3 
bliſhes moſt effectually the Liberty and Property, 


the Quiet and Happineſs of the Subject; and that 
that is at the greateſt Diſtance from Him, which 
is moſt of all others likely to introduce thoſe 
Evils and Miſeries, which it is his Will ſhould 
be prevented by Government, The Deſcription 
he gives by his Prophet of the Evils conſequent 
upon the Eſtabliſhment of Abſolute Monarchy in 
the Hands of weak and frail Men, 1s as con- 
trary to the Government of God, or to the Go- 
vernment of good Angels, under his Inſpection, 
as the greateſt Darkneſs and Slavery is to the 
trueſt Liberty. And therefore it is the weakeſt 
thing in the World to argue from AlmightyGod”s 
Abſolute Monarchy, or from imaginary Monarch» 
ies amongſt the good Angels, to the Neceſlity 
of the ſame amongſt mortal Men; for though 
they may agree in being Abſolute, yet they may 
be as contradictory as Abſolute Light, and . 
ſolute Darkneſs. But certainly it is no ſuch 
Weakneſs to argue that that Form of Govern- 
ment, whatſoever it be, under which the Cizy/ 
and Religious Rights of Subjects are molt likely 
to be effectually preſerv*d, is the Form, which 
bears moſt Reſemblance to the Example, and 
moſt Conformity to the Will of God. Had it 
pleaſed Almighty God to have pointed out any 
particular Form, as of Neceſlity to be ſubmitted 
to by all Nations, I ſhould certainly think that 
this was the beſt, and happieſt that could be 
deviſed for the carrying forward the Ends of 

- Humane 
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10 The Happineſs of the preſent Eflabliſhment, 
Humane Society. But ſince he hath rather ſeen 
fit to leave Mankind in this, as in many other 
Caſes, to the Dictates of their own Reaſon, 
join'd to the Preſſure of their own Wants, it 
will be proper for us to conſider, in order to 
judge the better of our own Happineſs, the 
following Particulars. 

1. That the great End of Government is the 
Happinels of the govern'd Society. 

2. That the Happineſs of a govern'd Society 
conſiſts in the Enjoyment of Liberty, Property, 
and the free Exerciſe of Religion. And, 

3. How far this rapping is attained under 
our . Eſtabliſhment 
[ fay, The great End of Government is 
Fi Happineſs of the govern'd Society. Let not 
any here ſo miſtake me, as to think I mean by 
this to exclude the Happineſs of ſuch as under- 
take, and truly diſcharge the laborious and 
difficult Task of governing : For the Happineſs 
of theſe is never ſo eſtabliſh*d, and fo unmove- 
ably ſecur'd, as by the Happineſs of the People 
whom they govern, Bur 1 mean it againſt 
ſuch as ſhew a Willingneſs to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween the Happineſs of the one, and of the other; 
and who argue as if they thought Grvernment 
inſtituted chiefly for the ourward Glory and 
Grandeur of ſome particular Mortals, with fo 
litcle regard to all others of the fame Fleſh and 
Blood, as if they had no Part in Humane Soci 
ely,and were made for nothing but ro gaze, and 

adore, 


ſider what we mean by Liberty and Property. 


and Unhappineſs of Abſolute Monarchy. 1 f 
adore, and ſerve. Upon this Foundation we 
ſee Monarchs have been induced to engage in 
Wars merely for their own Glory; abs vainly 
to attempt to increaſe the Number of their 
Slaves, as a pleaſing Sacrifice to their own Va- 
nity. Upon this Foundation Monarchs have 
been encourag'd to break thro? all Laws, Di- 
vine and Humane; and to extirpate or torment 
their beſt Subjecss, for their own 7 Ho- 
nour. But the great Governor of Heaven and 
Earth knows no ſuch End of their Inſtitution as 
this; and conſequently no ſuch Reaſon for the 
Submiſſion of their Subjects, The Degrees of Su- 
periority eſtabliſh'd in the World, either by Na- 


ture or Cuſtom, are deſigned for the good of 
Families and Societies: And if any Superiority 


be ſuppoſed to be eſtabliſhed mmediacely 


God himſelf, it is ſtill more certain, that it 1s 
not poſſible He ſhould have any other End in 
view, but the making Society happier than 
it would be without it. I need not be any lon- 
ger upon this, becauſe it is ſeldom denied, un- 
leſs it be unwarily, and conſequentially, by 
Men who are reſolved at all Adventures, to 
defend the Cauſe they have once eſpouſed. 

2. I come now ſecondly to obſerve, that the 
Happineſs of a govern'd Society conſiſts in the 


Enjoyment of Liberty, Property, and the free 


Exerciſe of Religion, And under this Head 
there will be little requiſite, unleſs it be to con- 


Now 
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12 The Happineſs of the preſent Eftabliſhment, 
Now when we ſpeak of Liberty in a govern'd 
Society, this we muft underſtand to be ſomething 
as really different from that Licentiouſneſs which 
ſuppoſeth no Government, as from that Slavery 
which ſuppoſeth Tyranny; and conſequently to 
be a State between Servitude on the one hand, 
and Laroleſſneſt on the other: A Condition per- 
fectly conſiſtent with the good Government of 
the Society; and containing in it all that Free- 
dom which is truly and reaſonably to be deſired 
by any Member of it. On the Confines of this 
State, I ſay, on the one Side ſtands Slavery, 
which is an abſolute Subjefion to the Will of a- 
nother not bounded by any wholſome and good 
Laws; which, we are aſſured by the Prophet, 
is not likely to conſiſt with the Good and Hap- 
ineſs of the govern'd Society. On the other 
band ſtands Confuſion or Licentiouſneſs, without 
Law or Government; a State in which every 
Man 1s his own Fudge, and his own Avenger. 
Between the two Extremes ſtands that Liberty, 
which alone ought to be valued ; a Freedom, re- 
ftrain*d by beneficial Laws, and living and dy- 
ing together with publick Happineſs. It is ne- 
ceſſary to ſay this, becauſe many take delight 
to miſrepreſent the Cauſe of Liberty, and to make 
the World believe that nothing is aim'd at by 
the Advacates for it, but a licentious State of A. 
anarchy, and lawleſs Confufion : Whereas it is ma- 
nifeſt, that Liberty in a govern'd Society is ſome- 
thing as different from bis, as from the other ; 
and 
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and that the Friends of Anarchy (if there be any 
ſuch) may as well repreſent the Patrons of Li- 
berty, as the Patrons of Tyranny and Oppreſſion, 
becauſe they are in Earneſt for the Reſtraint of 
Laws and good Government, Now if any one 
pleaſe to fay, as ſome have done, that this is 
but the Pretence and Shadow of Liberty, becauſe 
every Man in this State cannot do juſt what 
He always could wiſh to do; but is in many 
Actions reſtrained and curbed; I anſwer, that 
this will equally prove, that Obedience to the 
Laws of God is not Liberty; which it may cer- 
tainly with Juſtice be called, becauſe by Liberty 
we underſtand ſomething valuable and deſi- 
rable; and his Service is a Freedom from ſuch 
Things, as we ought in Reaſon, and true Love 
to ourſclves, to deſire to be free from. So like- 
ways in the Caſe before us, the Liberty we | 
of is the Liberty of a Society reſcued from the In- 
conveniences and Evils of Confiſian and 
lity: And the Liberty J have deſcribed, is a 
Freedom only from ſuch Evils as it is our Inte- 
reſt to be free from; not a Freedom from ſuch 
good Reſtraints, as it is reaſonable for us to wiſh 
and deſire ſociable Creatures ſhould be under: 
Which would be a State of Miſery, not to be 
deſired by any reaſonable Creatures; and ſuch a 
State, as, if we were once reduced to it, we 

ſhould ſtudy, and labour, as ſoon as poſſible, 


to change, 
This 


14 The Happineſs of the preſent Eftablifhment, 
This Account of true Liberty, as it reſpects 
Humane Society, will lead us to the like Account 
of ty, conſider'd likewife with relation to 
a well-govern'd Society; which I take to be 
fach a Paſſaſion of what we call our own, as 
cannot be ſhaken by any Humour or Arbitra- 
ry Will of One Man, or Party of Men; but 
et muſt be ſubject to the Determination of 
ch Lats as are for the common Good and 
Intereſt of the whole Society. Nor is this Sub- 
jertion any thing but what is deſirable in Socie- 
ty ; becauſe, though it be poſſible that a par- 
ticulat Member of it may accidentally ſuffer by 
them, yet he might expect to ſuffer much mote 
without them; and indeed could have no 
Hopes of the ſecure Poſſeſſion of any thing, 
any longer than he could defend himſelf b 
Force and Cunning, So that Property likewiſe 
in a well-govern'd Society is ſomething as diffe- 
rent from that Nominal Poſſeſſion under Abſolute 
Monarchy, which, according to God's own De- 
ſcription, conſiſts in the being Tenants at Will 
to one weak and paſſionate Man, and in the 
Enjoyment of nothing any longer than till 
he comes to imagine it neceſſary to his private 
Pleafure, or Glory ; as it is from that momen- 
tary Poſſeſſion which belongs to a State in 
which all are equally without Law, or Govern- 
went. It ſtands between the Two Extremes, as 
{ſecure as the Ungertainties of this World per- 
mit the Affairs of Mortals to be, and oor 
cd, 
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ed, at leaſt in moſt Inſtances, againſt all 
tempts of Mere Violence, and Apparent Fr 
from whatſoever Hands the Injury come. 
know this Difference is ridiculed by ſome; and 
it is faid that Subjects have Properties under the 
moſt Abſolute Monarchs, as well as under other 
ſort of Governments. I grant that they may 
have Properties ſecure from the Attaques of o- 
ther Subjects, unleſs ſuch as are protected by 
the Monarch ; but theſe Properties are only du- 
ring his Pleaſure, which is as uncertain as his 
Humour, or his Paſſions ; and are deſcrib'd by 
Almighty God himſelf to be fixed on fo precari- 
ous a Bottom, as that the Subjects Poſſeſſion 
of them is entirely at his Mercy. 

To Liberty, and Property, T added the free 
Exerciſe of Religion, as neceſſary to the Happi- 
neſs of a govern'd Society; becauſe as there is 

no Tyranny ſo odious to God as Tyranny over 
ths Conſcience ;, ſo is there no Slavery ſo unea- 
ſy, and 1 1gnominious as a forc*'d Religion, or a 
Worſhip impoſed upon weak Men by the Fear, 
or ee of outward Inconveniencies; be- 
ſides that nothing promotes the flouriſhing 
Condition of a Nation more than the Iudul- 
gence of this Freedom to all whoſe Principles are 
not manifeſtly inconſiſtent with the Public Safe- 
iy. And that this Freedom, together with the 
Enjoyment of Civil Liberty, and Property, as be- 
fore deſcrib'd, muſt be an invaluable Happineſs 
to a Nation, needs no Proof, unleſs it 8 8 

0 
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16 The Happineſs of the preſent Eftabliſhment, , 

thoſe who are grown weary of their own Hap- 

pineſs by Uſe, and have forgotten what Terror 

there was once in the Fears of the contrary 

Unhappineſs. But this may more plainly ap- 

ue rom what will offer itſelf upon the third 
articular, under which I propos'd, 

3. To conſider how far this Happineſs is at- 
tained, and ſecured by the preſent National E- 
fabliſhment. Now here it muſt be acknowled- 
ed that this World was never deſign'd for a 
te of Perfection: Nor can there be any Form 
of Government contriv*d and manag'd by fallible 
Men, which will not be liable to Inconvenien- 
cies. But certainly it may be ſaid, that the 
Ends of Government will hardly ever be an- 
ſwer'd under any, if they be not under that 
Excellent Form and Excellent Eftabliſhment we 
can at preſent” boaſt of. It is certain there 
might be Liberty and Property under Abſolute 
Monarchs, were they all as good Angels, or as 
God himſelf ; but we know from his Prophet, 
that it is not likely there ſhould be either, where 
they are once eftabliſh*'d. On the contrary, by 
the peculiar Mercy of God our Conſtitution is fo 
fram'd, that we enjoy all the Liberty that is 
conſiſtent with good Government, without lying 
at the Mercy of any one Perſon. By the fame 

od Providence we can much more juſtly call 
our Poſſeſſions, and our Labours, our own, than 
they can who are liable to the Invaſion of an 
Abſolute Monarch, whenſorver he pleaſeth. A- 


gain, 
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gain, It is poſſible that we might have a Free- 
dom of Religion under a Fopiſh Government, and 
a Popiſh Direction; but I hope I may ſay, it 
is for ever certain to us all under an Adm- 
nitration entirely Proteſtant. Some indeed ſeem 
to think our Liberties moſt ſafe, our Properties 
moſt ſecure, nay, our very Religion beſt- guard- 
ed, under Arbitrary Power, and Popiſh Faith. 
But it is wonderful to others how they can u- 
nite together ſuch disjointed,fuch irreconcileable 
Things: And it is to be hop'd that Common 
Senſe is not ſo wholly loſt amongſt us, as that 
any ſuch Fallacies can be put upon our Under- 
ſtandings as may make us undervalue our unpa- 
rallel'd Happineſs. Theſe Bleſſings are made 
more diffuſive, and laſting, by an Unioz of two 
Kingdoms, whoſe ſeparate Intereſis us?d to portend 
Public Calamity : And all render'd yet more 
ſecure to ourſelves, and our lateſt Pofterity, b 
Eſtabliſhing the Succeſſion in the Proteflant Line; 
without which it is too probable that all that 
we have been hitherto labouring, at great Ex- 
2 of Money and Blood, would be of no 

mportance to ſucceeding Generations. So that 
this great and is One Kingdom, govern'd after 
the moſt deſirable Manner, and the leaſt liable 
to great Evils: True Liberty flouriſnes; Pro- 
perty is ſecurely poſſeſsd; and all enjoy the 
Freedom of worſhipping God as their Conſcien- 
ces direct; and a Proſpect of a long Enjoyment 
of all theſe Happineſſes is afforded us by the 


C diſtant 
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diſtant View of ſucceeding Princes, who, we 
may hope, will learn from the preſent Example 
to account it their chief Glory to preſerve theſe 
Bleſſings; and their own greateſt Happineſs to 
make their People happy. And need I tell to 
what it is that we owe theſe ſingular and inva- 
luable Happineſſes ? Is it not too plain to need 
any Proof, that we owe them all intirely 
to the late Revolution, and thoſe Principles up- 
on which it was founded? Without which - 
ſolute Power had been by this time firmly ſet- - 
tled, and ſecured by force of Arms; and that 
Popiſb Pretender, whom we all now profeſs to 
deteſt, and abjure, been the Eſtabliſbd Monarch 
of this Kingdom ; without which it had been 
impoſlible tor us to have known the Bleſlin 
of the preſent Reign, or to have hop'd for any 
ſucceeding ones under the Proteſtant Line: In 
one Word, without which our Liberties, and 
Properties, had long ago been nothing but 
Words; and our Religion nothing but Paſſive- 
Obedience, Could one think it poſſible for any 
to be inſenſible of our pretent Happy Eſtate; or 
of the Unhappine/s of the contrary ? Yet the 
Notions of ſome amongſt us are too plain to be 
cover'd, and of too great Importance to be 
overlook*d, which leads me to what I propogd 
in the next place, v2. 

Secondly, To make farther Application of 
the Hiſtory which I have juſt now been conſi- 
dering, to ourſelves, by lome Obſervations 2 

| x Ing 
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ſing from the apparent Uneaſineſſes of ſome 
amongſt us, For as the Jews were ungrate- 
ful to the God who rul'd them, and fo inſen- 
fible of the happy Government they were un- 
der, as to deſire a Change from Liberty and 
Property to Slavery, and Vaſſalage: As under e- 
very little Trial of their Faith they repented, 
and regretted that Glorious Revolution which 
freed them from Egyptian Slavery ; reviling 
their great Deliverer, Moſes, and wearying out 
his Succeſſors with their perpetual Diſcontents, 
till they brought rhemſelves to a State of Ser- 
vitude again; ſo we find amongſt ourſelves but 
too much Ingratitude, too much Inſenſibility, 
too much Deſire of Future Slavery, and too 
little an Averſion to a Change of the Happieſt 
Eſtabliſhment this Iſland ever yet enjoy*d, into 
the moſt unhappy. And that this Complaint 
may not ſeem a groundleſs Imagination, I muſt 
oblerve, | | 

1. That ſuch Schemes of Government are pub: 
lickly and daily propoſed, and maintained, a- 
mongſt us, as are abſolutely inconſiſtent with 
the Security of the preſent Eſtabliſument; and 
theſe bound upon the Conſciences of Men by 
the pretended Will of God, and the Terrors of 
his Diſpleaſure; and theic applauded and re- 
commended by many, who, it is to be chari- 
tably hop*d, are not ſenſible of their Conſequen- 
ces. The Right of Primogeniture in the Male 
Line 1s ſet up above any other Right, and _ 

tne 
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the Happineſs of Thouſands of People united. 
This is declar'd to be the Voice of God; tho? 
where it is to be found, I know not, unleſs it be 
in the ſecret Whiſpers of a Dream. But what 
then muſt become of the Title of our preſent 
gracious Queen, to whoſe Support all her good 
Subjects are now offering their Lives and For- 
tunes ? She is in Poſſeſſion indeed: But according 
to this Scheme, there is always a letter Claimer 
than Herſelf, For, can a Woman be a Male 
Heir ? Or, may not any Pretender, whether 
Legitimate or not? May not any neighbouring 
Patron of Pretenders, nay, any mad Firſt-born 
Son of Her own Subjects, upon this abſurd 
Scheme, be a better Claimer than Herſelf? For 
it ĩs poſſible that any ſuch Man that can be nam- 
ed, may be the eldeſt Son of the Right Branch 
even from Noah himſelf ; but abſolutely impo/- 
fible that a Woman ſhould. Behold at once that 
Sex for ever cut off from all poſſible Claim, to 
which this Nation muſt own itſelf extremely 1n- 
debted, both for Glory abroad, and wiſe Adm:- 
niſtration at home! Behold at one Stroke the 
Proteſtant Line defeated, and ſet aſide; and the 
Popiſh Branches recall'd by the modeſt Plead- 
ings of ſome, who, you are deſir'd to believe, 
- with extremely well to their Country, But, leſt 
this ſhould be too groſs to be eaſily ſwallow'd, 
2. We are frequently entertain*d with the great 
Prailes of an Abſolute Monarchy, as the only Le- 
gitimate, and Jure Divino Government; o 
only 
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only Form agreeable to the Vill of God; and 
aſſured over and over again, that all other 
Forms are no better than Baſtard Governments. 
Behold again our whole Conſtitution abſolutely 
at one Blaſt overthrown! For if ſo, what have 
we to do, but, under Pain of God's Diſpleaſure, 
to diſſolve all Appearances of Parliaments as on- 
ly Incumbrances and Checks upon Abſolute Power? 
But leaſt the People ſhould not embrace this 
with an implicite Faith, the Patrons of this Doc- 
trine condeſcend to argue from publick Good,and 
even to appeal to their Judgment, ſo much ri- 
diculed and expoſed by them on other Occaſi- 
ons. We are told therefore that Aſolute Mo- 
narchy 1s the only Government for our Good, nay, 
the ſtrongeſt Security to our Liberties and Pro- 
perties, againſt the Judgment even of God him- 
ſelf. But who will nor eaſily believe ſo plain a 
Point as this, that We of this Kingdom are great- 
er Slaves than the Subjects of France? And that 
it is our greateſt Intereſt to receive with open 
Arms the mild and gentle Government under 
which they are ſo free and happy? Thus do 
ſome amongſt us, like the Jews, ſolicite Hea- 
ven for an Abſolute Monarchy. But neither will 
this ſo eaſily be ſwallow'd; and therefore, 3. It 
1s publickly taught, and inculcated with great 
Earneſtneſs and Repetition, that it had been 
better for this Nation never to have departed 
from Abſolute Paj/ve Obedience; and that Non- 
Re/gtance in all Caſes is for the Intereſt oy 
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ſelves and Poſterity after us: Though it be to 
Refiſtance juſtly called for, and prudently ma- 
nag'd, that we owe our preſent Queen, and the 
Hopes of a good Succeſſion; our free Parliaments, 
our Liberties, our Properties, and the ſecure 
Profeſſion of our Religion. I deſire therefore to 
know what this is, but to tell us plainly, that 
it had been ſor our Intereſt to have permitted 
2 late King to have overturn'd our whole Con- 
fitution, and to have impoſed upon us a pre- 
tended Son; to have wanted the Bleſſings of the 
preſent Reign, and the Hopes of any future Se- 
cCurity; and to have been, even to this Day, 
under the Sway of that Pretender who hath 
now alarm'd us? And what is this but to tell 
us, at this ſeaſonable Juncture, that it is for 
our Intereſt to recal, and ſubmit to him, return- 
ing with penitent Hearts to that happy State, 
in which we ſhould have been, had Non-Re- 
Fftance been entirely practiſed. Others, who will 
not go ſo far as this, yet join in blackening 
that Reg/flance, and that Revolution, on which 
our preſent Eſtabliſhment is founded. Nay, if 
they deteſt the Invaſion threatened by a pretend- 
ed Prince, they think they cannot ſufficiently 
do it, unleſs at the fame: time they deteſt that 
Reſiſtance, without which the Invader had now 
actually been upon the Throne; and boaſt of 
their conſtant Adherence to ſuch Doctrines as 
condemn the late Glorious Revolution, and na- 
turally tend to ſhake the hearty mags” of 
en 
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Men towards an Eſtabliſoment, founded, accor- 
ding to them, upon what was perfectly diſplea- 
ſing to Almighty God. It is with Reluctance 
that I ſpeak after this Manner: But why ſhould 
ſuch Perſons take it amiſs, if others — de- 
teſt thoſe Doctrines, the Practice of which would 
unavoidably have excluded our Excellent Queen, 
and the whole Proteſtant Line; and eſtabliſh'd 
that very Pretender upon the Throne, whoſe 
Attempt is now deteſted ? Doth not our Quees 
herſelf place her Security in the Cauſe of Liber: 
ty which She maintains? And doth not She 
profeſs that Her chief Dependance mult be up- 
on thoſe who have, upon all Occaſions, ex 

ſed their Zeal for the Support of the late Reua- 
lution? And ſhall we tell Her that She is not 
ſafe, if the Revolution, which /av'd her, can be 
defended; or that Subjects are not dutiful, if 
they be not Slaves ? Whereas the preſent Efta- 
bliſhment cannot be ſecure, unleſs the Revolution 
be a good Foundation; and the Duty of Subjects 
is ſomething vaſtly different from the Vaſſalage 
of Slaves; and hate Liberty at once the Orna- 
ment and Support of the Hritiſb Crown, Par- 
don me if Reſpect for io good a Queen, and Con- 
cern for ſo excellent an Eſtabliſbment, and Re- 
gard for the Happineſs of ourſelves and Fofterity, 
have led me to expreſs ſome Zeal againſt Priu- 
ciples and Doctrines which have of late been as 
warmly eſpouſed, as if the Reævolulion had in it 
Conſequences prov'd the greateſt Misfortune * 
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the Nation; and it were now high time to get 
rid of all the Effects of it yet remaining, by 
ſubmitting to the Pretenſions of a nominal Prince 
ſupported by a Monarch, who feems not much 
to delight in any other Obedience of Subjects but 
what is paſſrve, and groans under the Burden ei- 
ther of his Glory, or his Cruelty. 

I have now laid before . you ſome Obfervati- 
ons, reſpecting as well 8 preſent Happineſs we 
enjoy, as the unhappy Notions of ſome amongſt 
us. Almighty God thought it a 22 Argu- 
ment againſt Abſolute _ to ſhew the 1 
raelites the Unhappineſs and Servitude of Sub- 
jects introduced by that Form of Government. 
In Imitation of ſo unexceptionable a Pattern, 
we can do no lets than proteſt ſolemnly to Per- 
ſons like-minded, and ſhew them the manner of 
the King they would have to reign over them, and 
the 'manner of the Kingdom they would gladly 
ſee eſtabliſhed amongſt us: And this I thought 
_ peculiarly agreeable to this Time, when the 
| Nation have been allarm'd by the Pretences of 
One, whoſe Succeſs muſt have been accompa- 
ny'd with Abſolute Fewer, and the Ruin of our 
2 happy Lſtubliſument; but whoſe Attemp! 

ath by this time, we hope, ſufficiently con- 
vinced Him of its own Weakneſs. Our happy 
Eſtate therefore I have ſer before your Eyes, that 


you may the better judge of the Unhappineſſes of 


« 4 


the contrary, which Fhave likewiſe ſhewen as 


1 1 But without theſe Aſſiſtances you 


may 
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may eaſily imagine to yourſelves the bleſſed 
Effects of French Inflructions, and French Force, 
and a Popiſh Faith, ſhould any Future Attempt 
prove more ſucceſsful to this Pretender; and 


judge from former Precedents how exactly he 


will anſwer all his Obligations; how ſincerely 
he will promiſe to maintain the Church of Eng- 
land, as by Law Eſtabliſhed, meaning the Po- 
piſb Church eſtabliſhed in former Days; how in- 
violably he will preſerve your Laws by diſpen- 
ſing with them; how ſtrenuouſly he will main- 
tain your Properties by eſteeming and uſing 
them as his own ; how- Glorious he will make 
the Union, by enlarging it to the Gallican Church, 
and State; and how indulgent he will be to ten- 
der Conſciences, by allowing them the Liberty of 
chuſing exquiſite Torments, or the Profeſſion of 
his own Religion, Let Men conſider whether 
this be not the very Szate they are to ex 
under Him, and then voluntarily chuſe it if 
they can, | 5 
This is a Subject of great, and univerſal Im- 
portance : And, if it be needful to add any A 
pology, let it be remembred that it is foreign to 


no Man's Office, upon all juſt Occaſions, to in- 
' culcate ſuch Doctrines as promote the Happt- 


nels of Humane Society; and particularly not 
foreign to ours, to conſider a Subject to which 
Almighty God, by his Prophet, fo plainly leads 
our Thoughts. But, to conclude, whatever 
Influence the Confiderations I have urged may 

D have 
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Have upon ſome Minds, I hope they, may at 
leaſt animate ſuch as are welt-diſpoſed already, 


to follow. the noble Exampfe of bur Firſt Br: 
ziſh. Parliament, in their 4 5 of the late 
Revolution ; their Zeal for her preſent Majeſty 3 


their Concern to ſupport the jalt Title of Her- 


lf, and Her Protefant. Sueceyers * And their 
Reſolution to do dll in their Power to mains 
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tain the Happineſſes we enjoy, and to convey: 


them down unviolated to car Poſterity after 
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